








Welcome
TO JOHN TAYLOR FREE SCHOOL

| am delighted to welcome you to John Taylor Free School; the first new school to be built in Staffordshire for
a generation. We are extremely proud of our vibrant, ambitious, and supportive school community where all
students are empowered to succeed and thrive both academically and personally.

Our dedicated staff, inspiring and ambitious curriculum, and positive climate for learning ensures that every
student is challenged, supported, and encouraged to reach their full potential. We are proud of the academic
successes of our first two Year 11 cohorts, as well as our first Year 13 cohort in the summer of 2025. We look
forward to building on these successes and welcome students into our Sixth Form, many of whom have been
with us for the last five years and have chosen to continue their education with us.

At JTFS, we are passionate about offering more than just academic success. Our wide-ranging enrichment
programme, array of trips and visits, extensive careers provision, and student leadership opportunities, all
allow students to develop skills and qualities beyond the classroom. We expect students to explore the world
around them with a curious and open mind, to learn to lead and know when to be led, to try, fail and learn so
they can be even more successful next time around. Teamwork, resilience, respect and a passion for
excellence are all central to our culture and climate, and prepare our students for the next stage in the
education journey and beyond.

We have high expectations of our students and expect them to be respectful, kind, polite, and supportive of
each other to ensure all feel safe and valued. We celebrate their successes together and help each other when
needed. Our vertical tutoring system further supports this and allows students from different year groups to
build meaningful relationships with each other, as well as their Personal Tutor who truly understands their
individual needs. These sessions provide a positive and focused start to the day through reading, mentoring,
and progress discussions.

Our staff are dedicated and hard-working, and keen to continuously develop their craft. As a creative and
innovative learning environment, we are at the forefront of educational research and deliver success through a
coaching for excellence model that all staff are committed to.

This is an exciting time at JTFS as we continue to grow as a school community
and | look forward to what the future brings and sharing this journey together.
| invite you to explore this prospectus further and discover what makes JTFS
such a special place to learn and grow. If you would like further information,
please explore our website and newsletter and if you have any specific
questions relating to your child, do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Martin
Headteacher
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Be Nice.

At John Taylor Free School we keep our expectations for behaviour and conduct very simple, which is why we
are confident that everyone can achieve them all the time. Two guestions can help to guide us to do so:

Does my behaviour allow us all to succeed? Does my behaviour allow us all to thrive?

We do have some specific requirements of our students for punctuality, how to dress, and how we act around
other people. Aimost all our students meet these expectations consistently, and we recognise those students
who go above and beyond with our praise system. If students choose to fall short of the expectations, our
behaviour management procedures help them to make better choices in future and to reduce the impact on
everyone else.

PERSONAL TUTOR GROUPS

Every student belongs to a Personal Tutor Group which includes students from years 7 to 13. Each
Personal Tutor Group belongs to one of our six Houses, led by a Progress Leader. This ‘vertical system
builds a student’s identity as part of the whole school community, not just one year group. New students
quickly come to feel at home in their Personal Tutor Group, and everyone feels a responsibility to one
another. The Personal Tutor is the main point of contact for students and parents and should be the first
person to talk to about your child during their time at John Taylor Free School.

The Personal Tutor monitors attendance, punctuality and your child's progress throughout the year.
During the first half-term of Year 7, students and their families will visit the school for a conversation at
our settling-in evening, but the Personal Tutor can be accessed at any point in the year. Families will
receive a progress report at regular points in the year, but you can look at behaviour, attendance and
other information at any time through the "My Child at School” account. More information on how to do
this is shared when students join our school, as well as our website and newsletter.

You should find that you can easily keep up to date with your child's experiences at JTFS, but you can
always talk to the Personal Tutor if you have any questions.









Routines for Learning

MEALTIMES

Students and staff eat together in the restaurant or the designated seated areas outside. Breakfast is served
for all years from 8am-8:40am every day, and food is available to purchase at break and lunch times. There is
a water cooler available for students to fill their own water bottles at break and lunch time.

There are a range of healthy options including sandwiches, jacket potatoes and a salad bar. A two-course
meal is available everyday which includes a vegetarian and halal option. The restaurant operates a cashless
payment system where accounts can be accesses using a thumb print for each student. Parents credit the
account using the My Child At School app. Students may also bring a packed lunch if they choose to.

EQUIPMENT ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Students should come to school prepared for learning every day.
They must take care each evening to pack the correct items for the
following day’s timetable.

Mobile phones should be
switched off and kept out of
sight at all times when students

Reflective Journal: All students are issued with a journal. Check your
timetable and diary sections daily to prepare for your learning. This
should be on your desk in every lesson.

Required Stationery: At least two blue or black pens, a pencil, a pencll
sharpener, an eraser, a glue stick, a ruler, a scientific calculator, a maths
set (compass, set square, protractor). No Tippex or permanent markers
are allowed. A transparent pencil case is needed for examination.
Reading Book: All students should have a reading book, either their
own or borrowed from our LRC.

Revision Materials: Always be prepared with material to learn and
revise.

Reusable Eater Bottle: Single use plastic will not be allowed out of the
restaurant areas.

Optional Resources: A jotter or notebook, a small dictionary, pencil
crayons, coloured pens, headphones, flash cards for revision, folder for
storing extended learning.

TRANSPORT

are on the school grounds.
There may be occasions when a
member of staff gives permission for
students to use their phone, but this
will be to contribute to learning and
in a supervised context.

Headphones may not be used
unless directed by a member of staff
in alesson.

If a device is used inappropriately, it
will be confiscated and given to the
Headteacher. We will expect a
parent to collect the item from
school.

Students may travel to school on a public service bus, by cycling or walking. Cycle racks are available at
school; students must ensure their bike is of a roadworthy condition with lights, a bike lock and a helmet
must be worn. Please note that the school cannot be held responsible for items left on the school site.

With all these options, parents are discouraged from driving their children to school. If this is essential, please
use the Pick-Up and Drop-Off point opposite the school gate. Only parents with a access pass may part in
the main school car park. Under no circumstances should parents park on Branston Road, on the approach
to the school or on the local estate.
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The following items can be purchased at a retail outlet of your choice. Please ensure that the items adhere to

the policy expectations. If in doubt, please check with the school before purchase.

Plain white with formal collar. Long or short sleeve. The shirt must be long enough to be

SHIRT properly tucked into trousers/skirts and suitable to be worn with a tie. Fitted or fashion
shirts are not permitted.
Plain black, tailored school trousers without adornments. Trousers which are fashion’ style,

TROUSERS  those that become narrower at the ankle, have turn ups, ‘ankle grazers’, are tight fitting, low
slung or Lycra based, are not permitted.

TIGHTS/ Black, grey or white school socks. Black, grey or natural coloured tights (not patterned).

SOCKS Over-the-knee socks are NOT permitted.

Only black, plain (no colour trim or unnecessary adornment) standard leather-style school
shoes will be permitted.

FOOTWEAR  Black trainers, canvas-style shoes, backless shoes will not be permitted. Trainer-style school
shoes (often displayed in the school shoes section of shops — reputable shoe shops
included) are not permitted. Boots are also not allowed.

Plain black. If a belt is worn it should be for functional, not decorative, purposes. Maximum

BELTS : .

width for belt and for plain buckle = 4cms.
No jewellery, except for one wristwatch and a maximum of one plain set of stud earrings,

JEWELLERY  metal-coloured, one in each ear, worn in the lower ear lobe. No other piercings are
permitted. Retainers are not permitted.

HAIR Should be neat and tidy without decorative attachments. Extreme styles, unnatural hair

colours, tram lines or other shaved shapes in the hair or eyebrows are not permitted.
MAKE UP No make-up should be worn, which includes eyebrows. Tinted or cosmetic contact lenses

are not permitted. False eye lashes are not permitted.

No nail polish should be worn, nor should acrylic nails. Nails grown to a length that is

NAILS deemed a health and safety issue, will need to be cut down.

As a guide, when looking at the nail from the inside/palm side of the hand, the nails should
not extend over by more than 2mm.

OUTDOOR  Outdoor coats should be appropriate for school and should be waterproof/showerproof.

COATS These are to be worn over the blazer. Hoodies or tracksuit style tops are NOT permitted.
SCARVES . o e

HATS/GLOV/ES Are permitted but cannot be worn anywhere inside the building.

LOTHE . : : :
v&oﬁn F:R A hijab can be worn but must be plain, black and must not cover either the face or uniform.
RELIGIOUS A turban can be worn but must be plain black. Please contact the school directly should
PURPOSES you feel that there is a need for any other item to be worn due to religious beliefs.
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